Intrathecal midazolam versus intrathecal morphine in orofacial nociception: an experimental study in rats.
The antinociceptive properties of intrathecal midazolam (15 and 30 micrograms) and intrathecal morphine (30 micrograms) were compared using an adaptation of the formalin test to the orofacial region in rats. Both midazolam and morphine were effective in reducing the nociceptive response of the second phase of this biphasic pain test. Only midazolam (30 micrograms) reduced also the first phase. These results confirm the existence of analgesic properties of midazolam in the case of long-lasting pain.